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for the mods. The cost was enormous 
the Upstarts £700; Specials £1,000; 
Secret Affair £550 then we had to 
hire a hall, security buy whiskey 
etc. for the bands, all of which 
added another £250+ to costs, We 
lost a lot on the Upstarts after thp ^ 

NF threatened to smash it up, and 
we had really bad money worries when^ p Jj 
^4 bhe Specials came to play - would 
' - we have enough to pay them? Well 

we needn't have worried it sold out*HBB| 
3 and then the Specials made a substantial 
Jj^^^^tion to us, which none of us w^^nT -- 
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' CRASS 


& POISON GIRLS - 
Digbeth Civic Hall 


s we made our way to the rear of 
Digbeth a straight looking punk was 
mugged for his ticket by a group of 
skins - gonna be a night like that. 

hall we had to push 


i" . . , .+y, 4 . bp < To get near the hall we had to push 

The anarchist/punk band with tne , our ' s through loads of kids trying 

I fanatical following are in ^ tn past some bouncers on the 


n to eet x _ 

- expenses only - ™ e _ inside its worse no bar, 

for the anarchist I, so full you can hardly get in 

° r AnS deS?de to' no pass outs /worried about trouble 

outside. More punks than I have 
ever seen before, certainly since 
'77, seems to be the same every¬ 
where??? Some skins at one side 
of the stage, things feel a bit tense 
- always seem to these days at gigs* 
Flan's there and I have a chat with 


do a gig 
(raise money 
group known as 021 
Birmingham. Guttersnipe 
see how Crass have changed since 
we last saw them - late last year. 
That time there'd been some 
trouble but not much, luckily we 
tickets in advance cos 


it 


- well he's got 
he says, have about ten 
They go on a run with 
so feeling between the 
the mods in Brum shouldn't 
bad. But between idns and 


him about scooters 
one and so, 
other skins 
the mods, 
skins and 
be too 


punks (or Punks & Punks) well thats 
another thing. 

While I hang about talking to Flan 
and Simon (from Inferno) and various 
people from 021 Poison Girls are on 
- I didn't notice them at all apart 
from the fact they have a couple of 
'older' members in the band, which 
is great by me. Sorry I can't say 
more about the band but I can t 
remember them Q+ ' q11 


e all up to 

the pub, I think the landlord is 
suprised by his wierd customers 
still it was great I bought a pint 
of mild and got change out of a 
fiver, but I only gave the barmaid 


the gig is supposed to go on 
til midnight we leave the pub at 
15 on the way back we met a 
nk with a split lip - skins at 
, rk Crass were already on stag 
■et planted screaming anarchy - 
ghtwar not wars. As one person 
,s carried out pouring with blood 
"ambulance is ordered for thejirl 

Lth a broken rushing 

30 k worried, they start 
oeir set - preaching peace as war 
pills on to the dance floor. By 
0.45 they are doing the only 
ncore we get - Punk is dead - I 
gree punk idealism is dead but not 
unk fashion. Someone from 021 
sked us to 'talk' to the skins and 


^ee ptum mp . from 021 Although when we wTnTTo have a cup 

ik fashion. ^ the skin s and of coffee at a cafe next door to the 

Ce fnt S more trouble, as most of us pig sty they came and removed us - 
aheth Pig Sty are outside no obviously there not into bondage 

rp 1 trouble happened. so U P theirs rJl 


Although 
of 


;vent more ui-uuu-l^, — - . 

digbeth Pig Sty are outside no 
trouble happened 


pig sty tney came anu reinuvcu u; 
obviously there not into bondage 
so up theirs, - -— * 
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Friday 25th April 8pm. 
Madeley Court Theatre. 
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(Bass) 
Mick( Vocals) 
Terry(Guitar) 
Julian (Sax) 
Mark(Drums) 
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A Beat Group,who were 
recently premiered on 
BBC and recently featured 
support to famed London 
mods The Circles.Can be 
contacted for bookings by 
ringing Telford 52515. J 
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RUDE BOV 


o its arrived, the Clash film 1 
he Clash] themselves didn't even 
ant to be released. It portray; 
v,e band during 1978, when they 
hemse ]ves had a real hard time 
ctuallv tryin y to come to terms 
; h at tee ideals of the Clasn vere 
o me, being a die hard fanatic, 
loes mean a lot, it would have b 
iriminal for it never to be show 
;t sums up one hell of a lot ot 
sociological and political fee. 
>f the rock n' roll scene of the 
: In that way it is ar 

i ropo rfortf n * | 

remember late 77 and all 1978 _ 

was the time punk hit the provir 
u Jcg j-.o longer a trendy, arty 
thing *" conf ined to the Covent Gai 
Roxy Club. It was the time wher 
the' left claimed it as theirs, - 
was the time when hippies and 
student types were saying e Y 
this punk rock thing is really 
meaningful, look at these kids 


doing their own thing manl, and 
it was those same bastards from 
the student unions who were banning 
the Clash from gigs in 1976 for 
having Fascist inclinations'. Yeh 
this film sums up the whole charade 
of the scene in 1978 into perspective 
Trr*nrr> thP 8 . V/ - P . . A.IT.L. , tO the d . i . 


"White Riot" at a heavy, h< 
at Glasgow Apollo, and Joe 
laying down the vocals to 
young Punks" in the Studio 
Grange plays the part of C 
cum ligger cum roadie, and 
experiences all of us can 
to. The film is superb, s 
to the knuckle you wouldn' 
thought, see it. 
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Telford's minority 
of young moaners 

I APPRECIATE that the BBC-2 Open Door I 
programme ■ specifically designed to give an airing to I 

aswftjr“ 66 unU ^ ly 10 ° the — ^ti 

.P“* ** * P'ty that the rubbish about something I 

S Z hlch lurk « in Telford and is I 

expounded by scruffy individuals ill-equipped to I 
•*Pj*s themselves, ever saw the light of day. I 

heveclneored"* * bortive effort * would cheerfully V 
be f^**. of the dreary, chip-on-the-shoulder [ 
* t*} with a violent-coloured head. | 
t>.«,^fk 0ppo< f J ,n ? n T^th 811 «*ning and another who I 
tnought he could sing but couldn’t. 

™“ d toybody expressing their point of I 
mJlA h a . t ^ r But that Propamme just I 

tEmwSL S™ 6 ? *5® unpression that the whole of I 
lelford was the deadend aty these kids claimed. I 
• usual *>b «tuff from healthy youngsters 

to ^ ww n i? ly thK ? 1 Nothing to do . . we have 
to go back to Birmingham . 

1ita fauIte But there is plenty to do - 
ar more than in many other parts of the country as it 
5»ff“ *? a t ° f &****“ «nd n umerouT wayifin 

^c U , 3r h *.‘^j3“* , “" coaM «** »»" 

to th, d t -Sl? u .!if l T 4 * lot r or “nyhody else come 
...» f M bke *■’ "« n°t prepared to contribute 

s?d?sv« ,po °” • *• b ' st u,i "« 

» “ wonderful, go and live there 
t hope the rest of the country appreciates that they 
f ^morit^ refleCt anythklg othe " th" 1 « niggling 

Small change ... 


I wanted to 
change world 

V i>It reference >o ihe 
• • ( pen '•oO'" I ' 
programme I would like to 
mtorn' Shirley lari, those 
■•scruffy " ill equipti 
individuals possess morr 
academic qualifications and 
most of all feelings for 
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you - we have, and get charged 
materials cost plus a small amount 
|miles below commercial charges. (If 
anybody wants to Know the address 
of their nearest community print 
shop write to us and we'll find out) 


, name, 
iday on 
■aper I 


d a gift 

. lady ’’perhaps she was horn 
was no fu , ty ^own !’;d sh*- not 
ven an haV g any child'. ood dreams 
. . or teenage aspirations'? V as 
a b, 6 she droppi ' "• the earth in 
her pres.-t old-fashioned, 
v’HELLE hitter stai- ot mind? Didn t 
she ever want to change the 
world"’ 1 certainly did! 

From mv experience 

these persons ire willing to 
help a can-e a'.d participate 
in local event> more than 
the older gene oion in our 
community as 1 found in 
nelpmg the ' .wley Carnival 
last year. 

It seems .•• same trusty 
few are "wu-rd" to death 
to help r £i s. the funds 

required • projects 
throughout ;he area. 

One of the people 
subjected to the article took 
m y young daughter to 
hospital at H P- m ; 

returning at 2 u.m. 1 ha- 
would not be necessary .1 a 
hospital had been built in 
Telford and not just 

alloc ated. 

A. C. HIP- INS 

26 Lancaster Avenue, 

Daw ley 






violence 


G.S. talks to a punk about violence 

Only the names have been changed 
to protect the innocent. 

Tell us about the Newport Gig. 

Some Mods & Wolves supporters 

They used to be Punks. One said 
’’Look at them silly bitches” and 
I said ” F k off” and he said 
”Do you wash” and I said ’’course 
I f\ kin do " and he said "Do you 
do gobbles?” and I said "not on 
fv kin wankers like you” and I 
pushed past him and went to the 
bar. Then we were dancin and 
they were laughin. There was 
a scuffle then the Ruts came on. 

Then Gale &me laid into them on 
the floor & kicked the F k out 
of them, kickin them in the bollocks. 
Then we saw a bouncer . It started 
again later, & there was a better 
scrap. The Punks got the better of 
them. We were all flickin the V 
at them and I walked to the bar 
and one of them kicked me on the 
leg and said "you f kin slag” and 
I said "Right! Outside afterwards” 
But they left before the end. 

Violence is more than you hittin 

other people. What about you and 

your boyfriend. He hits you doesn’t 

he? 

Yes. Like we were up Joe’s house 
and Jimmy kept on shouting. It 
was 2 in the morning. I said 
"f- .kin shut up there’s people 
next door” He rit me and I 
fell on the carpet and my leg 
got caught under che Carpet and 
he started stranglin me, then he 
started stabbin me with something. 
Joe came in . He saw us silhouetted 
in the dark. He thought we were 
snogging. He said "there’ 6 a bed- 
roo a upstairs for that” lsaid 
”f. k off he’s killiD me”. Jimmy 
went up to the toilet and me and 
Jeanie ran up and I threw his 
coat into the garden. 

What makes you feel violent ? 

I dunno. I think I’m just gettin 
bored. I think it's cos I Can’t 
enjoy myself anymore. Everyone 
there at the gigs enjoying them¬ 
selves and it gets on my nerves. 
Especially the tarty wenches. 

I’m just jealous I suppose. You 


stand there and the lads you go to gigs 
with say "I wouldn’t mind gettin up her" 
and the girls know the lads are lookin and 
they flaunt it abit mi>re. 

Why arn’t you like them? 

I don’t wanna go round flauntin meself. 

You’re like one of the lads aren't you, 

when you dress like this, but you still 
expect lads to fancy you, but because of 
what you are, not just because you've got 
f’ Kin big tits. You’d like them to say 
"She's dressing how she wants and I admire 
her for that. 

Do you feel a lot of pressure to wear skirts r 

Yeh. Off me mum. She thinks I’m a lesbian. 

& I see people I knew years ago and they say 
"Oh God hasn't she changed. She used to look 
so nice, look at the state she’s in now." I don’t 
feel comfortable wearing skirts, you’re always 
worried about a hole in yer stocking. When I 
see all the wenches in a group I feel like saying 
"Why don’t you do something? You’re own ideas 
You're so lethargic. 

What about Jimmy hitting you? Why do you 

accept it? 

I dunno. He's always hittin me. He just got a 
temper and he takes it out on me. I said 
"You’re a wanker, you don't hit lads" and he 
says " I don't have a f-eason to" and I said 
"You don’t have a reason to hit me" he said 
"You irritate me”, and I said "You can’t get 
you’re own way." Like one night he wanted 
me to go to his house and I wouldn't cos my 
house was only 100 yards away. He said 
it doesn't matter and I said it does and he 
started kicking me and tt>ok my key, but I 
wouldn’t let him get away with it . I slept in 
the shed. But he’s not always like that, I 
think the world of him. I’ve tried hitting him 
back but he’s too strong. I'm too stupid really. 

Could you love somebodu that didn’t boss you 

about? 

Yeh. But not too wet. I wouldn"t like some¬ 
body who did everything I said. I think lads 
and girls should argue to get it out of their system. 
He goes too far. I was just talkin to somebody the 
other night and he said "you slag, you were 
chattin him up", and he kicked me. 

Do you t hink its a power struggle to see who's 
boss. " ’ * 1 * * * * & —~- 

Well thing is, I've laid my cards on the table 
He knows how I feel but he says to me 
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"You're just another screw." So 
I said " O.K. I'll just use you for 
a k otherwis 2 we’ll go our own 
way*'. He went mad. He’s one-sided. 

It's alright for him. He two-times me, 
he's a bastard. I knocked Ellen the other 
night, he was with her the other night. 

Way did you hit her? 

I've got a grudge against her. I 
can't hit him. I know what he’d do 
to me. I felt sick after I’d hit her. 

What about violence at gigs ? 

I hate it. I can't stand it. You’ve 
got nothing against them, and they 
just gang. up. No reason. I think its 
boredom makes people violent. 

Do you feel depressed about your Hie. 

Yeh'. I *feel like I'm doin nothin. I'm just 
rottin away. I've been nowhere. I don’t 
want to end up a housewife. I can’t keep 
off the booze now. 

Is there a way out ? 

I dunno. If I knew I wouldn't be so 
depressed, Telfords the kinda place 
that takes your confidence away. I can't 
even be bothered to go to Birmingham 
anymore, you just root down. 

Can’t you think of anything to do? 

I haven't got it in me to do anything. 

I don't know what I want. Well I do. 

I want £90 a week. I can't wait to leave 
home. I can't get on with my mum any¬ 
more. Something's gone wrong. It's 
because me and me sister have got 
minds of our own now; & it's causing 
arguements between me mum & dad 
now. 

What about sports and disco- clubs? 

I'm not into it. The atmosphere in discos. 
Everyone looking at each other and saying 
"I bet my skirt was dearer than hers". 

What about life generally? 

Taxes. What I pick up in the factory 
after tax. ft makes me spew. It makes me 
sick, Ihave to pay so much a week to keep 
Dossere like Jimmy on the dole. If I had 
the choice I wouldn't work. But me parents 


would throw me out. I've got to work to 
keep myself. I'm not interested in pounds 
at all. I couldn't give 2 s! s. I don’t under¬ 
stand it. I know it affects me, but I can't see 
how, so I put it in the back of me mind and 
forget it. 

What about strikes, unemployment, inflation? 

All I look for in the papers is the things about 
rape, or a headline about sex. I have a good 
laugh about it. It's something different if you 
know what I mean. 

Life is .pointless ? 

Yeh. Tell you what gets me. You know what 
gets me is these r ich families like dukes 
and that? I think, here's me, 17, in Telford, 
and I think they've got kids and they've 
been everywhere. All my life consists o' is 
getting up, going to work, and trying to 
get in the bath before half 7. I fight with 
me sister who’s going in the bath first so 
as to have time ti> go out, and when I do 
go out, all I think of is, I’ve got to get up 
inthe morning. I wouldn't even mind slaving 
all day for a good wage. I could kick Mark'6 
(toolsetter) brains in at work. He stands round 
all day and gets paid 4 times as much as me. 
And the old ones - we work harder than them 
and they get paid more. I don't see why. I 
think you should get paid for what you do. 
That's what work is for. To do. 
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Band 

Jim Brown.. .Drums ^ 

A1 Campbell. .Rhythm + lead gtr .l 
Rob Campbell. Ld. guitar + vocals 
Earl Falconer. .Base. 

Brian Travers-Saxaphone 

Norman Hassan.. .percussion bongos 
Mickey (Zooney) virtue.. .Keyboar s 
Astro.M.C. 

tour 

Coming up in JULY 

iSSfLacs, Big Youth. Revolutionaries 
Slv Dunbar, John Coltrain, Billie Holliday, 
Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, Earl Fatha Hmesj 
Modettes. 

Ccatidn't remember their own, they all write . 
UB40 get credited 3 songs they do that are not 
their own, Strange Fruit, Summertime and 
Broken Window. 

Advance Graduate records (Dudley) 
take the masters and press them^Spar n 
distribute them. 

The band have been together since October 78 
gigging since Febtt 79' . Difficult to get 
sense out of them. Here goes the interview 

in no particular order. 

What did you think of the audience tonight. 

A. L. I thought they were a bit dead. 

Bands you like? 

Brian. Ten Pole Tudor are the gteatest rock 
band in the world. Village People are our 
major influence. 

What do you think of each other. 

Michael. .Brian is an idiot 
Brian... .Robin is a sadist 
Robin... .Brian is a closet Queen 
Trevor... Trevor is a stupid idiot 
Are you all from the same area? 

Some fiomthe Quintin mob, Moseley 
that area of Brum. Weve known each 
other for ages. 

Are any of you married? 

Norman . I am i've got 2 kids 

What do you hope to get out of being a an 
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|P.S. The band seemed like a great 
bunch. But one of Weapon of peace 
-fll told us that they were 
supposed to support them at the Newport 
gig, but one of UB40 phoned them up 
saying they were sick and would not be 
playing. Weapon put it down to the’ 
excellent reviews they got when they 
supported them down in London. 

Seems a shame if its true- after UB40 
told us they’d had it done to them and 
they’d never do it to anyone. 


Trevor. Make a living and run off to Sweden and 
get in the H-Bomb shelters. 

| Astro. I’m going to have a tree. All the trees are 
solid black. I get up in the morning, break off a 
twig and smoke it. 

What about your R.A.T. number (rock against 
Thatcher)? are you political? 

Astro. Thatcher is a joke. 

Trevor. We’re.long list of political types. 

(To Astro and Earl) Are you Rastas? 

Yes Astro is Levi and Earl is Naptholi or somrthing 
We got into a discussion whether that made them put 
down women and homosexuals. They said it didnt 
then Robin said ” What Astro Knows about Rasts Earl 
told him. What Earl knows Norman told him and what 
Norman knows you could fit on the back of a postage 
stamp". 

Then somebody else said "Normanns got an identity 
crisis. He thinks hes Jamaican and he’s a member 
of the B. M. 

According to Norman, tis mother was Welsh and his 
father Moroccan. Then the roadie butted in and said 
he’d had two arranged marriages and divorced them 

; both. ~ 

I Wondered where this conversation was going and 
i asked if being all sorts they got trouble at gigs? 
Astro and Earl. .No. only the Electric Ballroom. 

They sieg Heiled us. About 60 B.M. caused trouble, 
j Trevor.. The only aggro we got was in Brum when 
the bouncers wouldnt let Astro and Earl in a club 
I unless they took off their hats. 

Astro, and when Trevor stole some ladies knickers’. 
Have you been pressured to play 2 tone style? 

Earl. No we wouldnt weve got too much respect for 
our music. 

Trevor. That doesnt mean we dont like the specials, 
we think that they are great. 

Jimmy. We like The Beat but not selector much 
we’ll carry on with the jazz influence. The singles 
a bit commercial. 

Robin, We hate Dexy’s, Kevin Rawlings is a big 
headed Pratt. He’s a mental case he needs hospital 
treatment. 

Jimmy. They encourage their N. F. following. 

Brian. The Pretenders were great to work with, 
treated the band well. Thats where we got our break 
Orchestral Manouevres in the dark have got an 
audience that just stand there but i think we went down 
quite well. 
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